
January 20, 2007 
 
Dear Miranda & Julia, 
 
Our names are Bob and Naira Darius and we have been friends with your 
parents for many years.  Our little girl is Linnea and she is one month older 
than you, Julia.  Over the years, we have really gotten to know your mom and 
there are so many wonderful adjectives that come to mind when we 
remember her – gracious, beautiful, loving, smart just to name a few. 
 
When we think of your mom we remember her love for the two of you, her 
love for your dad, her love of books and her love of helping others. 
 
Cynthia as Mom:  She was always there for the two of you.  We have many 
memories of her carrying both of you lovingly in her arms.  Even though she 
was petite, she was very strong and always had room in her arms for both of 
you.  Once we went to Politics & Prose for story time (one of your regular 
hangouts) and before it began, your mom was reading books that you brought 
to her from the shelves.  Julia went to get Kitten’s First Full Moon by Kevin 
Henkes and your mom said – that’s my favorite book.  Your mom read the 
beautiful story to all of us and then we bought the book for Linnea.  Now, 
every time we read the story, we think of the time your mom read it to all of 
us.   
 
Cynthia as Homemaker and Recommender of Books:  Your mom was the best 
hostess in the world.  Whenever we were invited to your house for a dinner 
party, we were excited for weeks.  We knew that the conversation would be 
super, the food superb and the wine - thanks to your dad - out of this world.  
Every guest always left your home in fabulous spirits!  Your mom’s love for 
cooking meant that she was always trying new recipes but a couple of her 
fabulous favorites were grilled salmon and wonderfully marinated flank 
steak.  Your mom inspired us to try to make flank steak, but it didn’t quite 
equal your mom’s.  Your mom often recommended books to us and her 
recommendations were always the best.  We have the last book she gave to 
us to read – My Life in France by Julia Child.  I can’t wait to read it and I 
will save it for the two of you when you are older. 
 
Cynthia as Professional:  Your mom was so excited about her work and very 
passionate about helping women.  Our last work related conversation was 
about the new cervical cancer vaccine.  I asked your mom if the two of you 



 2

would get the vaccine and she had the biggest smile on her face and said yes.  
When she was working on Capitol Hill, she offered us a tour of the West 
Wing.  We will never forget the fabulous tour received and seeing the Oval 
Office.  Your mom was a champion for women in America but was quiet about 
her accomplishments.   
 
So many people have been labeled super mom but in your mom’s case, it really 
was true.  She was super to both of you, super to your dad and super to all 
of her friends! 
 
We went on a sailing trip to Turkey in 2001 and your mom and I were 
recently reminiscing about the fabulous trip.  She said she couldn’t believe 
that she had gone even though she was 8 weeks pregnant with you, Miranda.  
Your mom was a strong woman who didn’t let anything stop her.  We’re 
certain your mom’s many wonderful qualities have been passed on to the two 
of you. 
 
We hope to see both of you a lot in the coming years and fill you in in person 
on how wonderful your mom was to us.  We love you so much! 
 
Hugs & Kisses, 
Naira, Bob & Linnea 
 

Turkey 2001 
(Naira, Bob, 
Cynthia, Scott & 
Michael Kovaka in 
the cabin of our 
55’ yacht, Anna-
Maria) 
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Cynthia at the helm with Captain Matt – Your mom was a natural sailor – she 
was definitely the best in the group! 
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Istanbul hotel 
rooftop 
beside Hagia 
Sophia (Naira 
& Cynthia) 
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Anna-Lisa Kovaka, Cynthia, Julia, Miranda, Naira and not pictured but in the 
strollers are Chloe Kovaka and Linnea Darius at Brookside Gardens.   


